CRB Check

As a club we are required by law to make sure that everyone in the club who is regularly caring for, training or supervising children and young people under the age of 18 has an “Enhanced Disclosure” carried out by the Football Association’s Criminal Records Bureau.  

An Enhanced Disclosure is a printed record containing information from the Police National Computer, local Police intelligence and a check of Government lists of those people banned from working with children.  The FA uses the information to help decide if a person is suitable to help in children’s football.  

We call this procedure a CRB check.  

Process

You will be given a form to complete by the Club Welfare Officer.  Once you have completed the form, bring the form together with 3 pieces of ID to the Club Welfare Officer who completes the ID check part of the form.  Suggested ID include: passport, drivers licence (both photo and paper together), birth certificate, utility bills in your name at your home address which are not more than 3 months old.  

The Club Welfare Officer sends the form to the FA’s CRB unit and the check usually takes about 5 weeks to process.

Disclosure
Once the check is completed you will receive a copy of your CRB Disclosure at your home address. 

If there is no criminal history, the Disclosure will state that your record is clear. The club will not receive any information.  Please could you let your Club Welfare Officer know the number of your certificate. 

If there is something on the CRB Disclosure, the FA will write to you.  It may suspend you until it has completed its enquiries.  It may offer you the opportunity to come to a hearing to discuss any issues that it considers relevant.

The FA only considers information that may have an impact on the safety of children.  Old and juvenile offences are not viewed as seriously as recent offences.  Minor and financial crimes are usually disregarded.

Offences which are taken more seriously include recent assaults, violence with prison sentences, sexual crimes and drug usage.

If you want to speak to someone in confidence about your history, you can call the FA CRB helpline on 0845 210 8080 or email CRB@TheFA.com.

If the FA issues a suspension, it will inform the club and the county.  The fact of your suspension will be treated in confidence by the club.  We will not require you to tell us the issues raised by the FA.  It does not affect your child’s right to play in the team.  

Once the FA has held a hearing and made further enquiries, the FA will come to a decision.   The FA will write and inform the club if the suspension is lifted, at which point you can take up your role within the club.  If the FA considers that a ban is necessary, the FA will inform the club.  

At all times we are required to comply with the requirements of the FA.   

Please note: because the FA requires everyone working with children to have an “Enhanced Disclosure”  (which is a more involved procedure than a “Standard Disclosure”) we are not allowed to accept a CRB check done by you for another organisation.

If you have any further queries, please contact the Club Welfare Officer or the CRB unit.
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